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Be a Muckraker!

Muckrakers of the Progressive Era are credited with exposing injustices and bringing horrors in industry and society to light.  You will become a contemporary muckraker.  You have the opportunity to expose the wrongs in your school, community, or the world.  By developing this project you become a voice for the current issues presented in our country.  You will be researching an issue, collecting resources, creating a project and writing a persuasive essay.  

4 Components:            
Points:

Due Dates:____
Research Packet: 

30 Points

_______________

Media Project: 


60 Points     
_______________

Persuasive Essay: 

100 Points

_______________

Presentation: 


10 Points

_______________

Project Choices:

Pamphlet 




Photography (photo book w/captions)

News Broadcast/Talk Show

Video (Movie/Infomercial)

Audio-Visual (Power Point) 

Newspaper

Glog





Animoto
Possible Topics:

Crime


Racism

Sexism

Child Obesity
Pollution

Ageism

Lookism

Immunizations
Global Warning
Hospitals

Health Insurance
Famine
Sweatshops

Mental Health
Education

Bullying
Prisons

Homelessness
Poverty

Death Penalty
Elderly

Literacy

Social Networking
Animal Cruelty
Censorship

Drugs


Homework

School Uniforms

Dress Codes

***Other-needs to be approved by Mrs. Pelosa
The purpose of this project is to learn how to express ideas with clarity and to write and speak persuasively.  You will draw on acquired knowledge, research for new information, gather opinions of others and support your information with documents.  You will have the opportunity to imitate real-life venues for expression, such as talk-shows and news broadcasts.
Choosing a topic:

Your FIRST step is to choose a topic that sparks your interest.  It is important to remember that you are only allowed to focus your research around one topic.  Choose wisely.  It makes sense to review a few topics before you make your final decisions.  Once you have made your choice, submitted your intent and begun your research, it is very difficult to change your topic.  

Conducting your Research:

There are many tools that can be used while researching your topic.  Books, magazines, encyclopedias, almanacs and the internet can all lead you toward the information you need to complete your project.  

Important suggestions:

· Don’t just rely on the internet.

· Use multiple sources of information.

· Include primary and secondary sources.

While conducting your research, be sure to record your sources of information.  There is a source sheet included in your research packet.  You will have to organize your sources of information into a bibliography.  

Partners:

You may choose to work with someone or work alone.  If you decide to work with a partner make sure you have the time to work together after school!  The person must be within the same social studies period.  WARNING:  Partners can be much more difficult that going solo.  Be mindful of absences and responsibility BEFORE you decide if a partner is right for you!  This is the critical piece which can make it difficult to complete the components.  Each student must have their own research packet and persuasive essay.  The partner shares in completing one media project and the presentation! 

Muckraker Project Contract Page
Student:

I have read thoroughly the project components and I know what is expected.  I am aware of the due dates.  I understand that this is a major grade for both social studies and ELA.  If I choose to work with a partner, I know that I am responsible individually for my own research packet and persuasive essay.  The only 2 components that can be done with a partner are the media project and presentation.  

Student:  _______________________

Social Studies Period:  ____

ELA Period:  _____

Topic:  _____________________


Partner (if any):  _____________________

Student Signature:  __________________________

Parent:  

I am aware of the project requirements and due dates.  I understand that the Modern Muckraker Project is a major grade for both social studies and ELA.  

Parent Signature:  __________________
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